
AP ENGLISH III SUMMER READING 

Part I Summer Reading and Assignment for AP Language and Composition 
  

The AP English III class is an extensive reading and writing course. The students will be expected to read 

a variety of prose and to write for a variety of purposes. It is expected that at this level of entry the student 

is completely knowledgeable with the rules of grammar. It is through this course the student will become 

more skilled in composition by writing about a variety of subjects and be able to demonstrate an 

awareness of audience and purpose. The students will also need to read complex texts with understanding. 

The essays are of a variety of structures, not the typical five paragraph essays. Students are encouraged to 

place their emphasis on content, purpose, and audience and to allow this focus to guide the organization 

of their writing.  

  

All in all, this course is a college composition course. The students must have a desire to become more 

interpretive in their reading and more aware of their own composing processes exploring ideas, 

reconsidering strategies, and revising their work.  

  

Summer Reading: The following is a list of novels that have been referenced in the AP tests and are 

recognized by college professors as works that should be known by college bound students. Choose 

one novel to read over the summer and complete the assignment.  
  

1. All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy. McCarthy is from Providence Rhode Island born 1933. 

The book is about a cowboy in Texas. He is also the author of No Country for Old Men.  

  

2. House Made of Dawn by N. Scott Momaday. The setting is New Mexico, 1945. Abel, returns back 

from service at World War II and begins an affair with a towns woman. His conflicts grow more intense 

from this point forward. This novel is for mature readers.  

  

3. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain. Twain is a great American author from Missouri 

who lived from 1835-1910. He writes about life pre civil war of a young boy named Huck whose friend is 

Tom Sawyer. They are on a mission to free their friend a slave named Jim.  

  

4. The Things They Carried, Northern Lights, Going After Cacciato: Tim O’Brien the author of these 

novels was drafted in 1968 to fight in Vietnam after he graduated from college. His stories capture life as 

a soldier at war as well as life coming home and returning to civilian life.  

  

5. The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner another great American writer from Mississippi living 

1897-1962. This book is about lives of a family fallen to ruins. It is written in a stream of consciousness 

in four sections.  

  

6. Reservation Blues by Sherman Alexie a Native American born in Washington 1966. This is about the 

journey of a Native American rock band.  

  

7. Any book from the trilogy by Willa Cather: O’Pioneers, The Song of the Lark, or My Antonia. Cather 

was born in Virginia and lived 1873-1947. She is a frontier life writer and this trilogy is about the lives of 

immigrant families moving to rural Nebraska to start a new life in America.  

  

8. The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck writer of Of Mice and Men. This book is about the loves of 

Americans crushed by the Dust Bowl and The Great Depression.  

  

9. For Whom the Bell Tolls. This book is written by Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961) writer of The Old 

Man and the Sea.   



  

  

10. The tales of Rabbit by John Updike. These books are about the small town athlete Harry “Rabbit” 

Angstrom and his life in a small Pennsylvanian town.   

 Rabbit, Run  

 Rabbit Redux  

 Rabbit is Rich  

 Rabbit at Rest (Pulitzer Prize)  

11. Typee by Herman Melville author of Moby Dick. The story of two men, who have been out to sea for 

six months on a whaling ship, flee the ship when the ship ports in the Marquesas Islands located in the 

South Pacific. They dwell with the natives Typee and their adventure begins.  

  Billy Budd, Sailor also by Herman Melville. The young sailor, Billy Budd, is recruited on 

a British naval warship. Billy settles in quickly among the crew of the Bellipotent and his adventure 

begins.  

 

12. Sunrise Over Fallujah by Walter Dean Myers; this book is a novel about Operation Iraqi Freedom, 

hence, a novel about the current war we are fighting. Myers wrote the novel Fallen Angels also a war 

novel about the Vietnam War.  

  

A double journal entry is to be kept in a notebook or composition book for your chosen novel. Draw a 

line down the middle of a page of lined paper. On the left side copy a meaningful passage, a line of 

dialogue, a description, or a character’s thought. Be sure to note the page number. On the right side write 

your response to the passage. Why did you like it? Did it interest or confuse you? What does it mean to 

you? Write at least 3-5 sentences. Set it up like the format below and have at least 12 entries. This is 

to be hand written not typed. Have a variety of passages 

from the beginning, middle, and end of the novel.  
  
Sample:  

  

Quotation, passage, etc. copied from       Your Personal Response  

novel.          

  

“It is a truth universally acknowledged that a single   This was the first sentence of the    

man in possession of a good fortune must be   book. When I read it, I thought  

in want of a wife.” (page1)        the writer was serious. I was almost  

              halfway through the book  

              before I realized she was actually  

         making fun of what people   

              believed.  

  

Complete 12 entries like this. This will be valuable to you when we return to school, for there will be an 

in-class essay assignment for your novel and you will be able to use this journal.  

  

Have the novel read and the double journal entry completed by the first day of school. This will be 

followed by an in-class essay.  
  



Part II of Summer Reading for AP Language and Composition III 
 In addition to the summer reading novel assignment, each of you will read a 
packet of information consisting of a variety of writers who offer their points of 
view for reading, writing, and listening. There are a series of questions that follow 
the readings. These questions need to be answered in complete sentences 
thoroughly and thoughtfully.  
 
Assignment:  
 
 1. Read each selection actively; this means while you read you should be 
   highlighting or underlining words, phrases, or sentences that lead the 
   reader to the meaning of the selection.  
 2. Set up a word document or on lined paper hand written an answer sheet 
   for the questions that are labeled by Roman numerals and numbered 
   throughout the packet.  
 3. Label each section as it is labeled in the packet: Roman numeral and 
   number.  
 4. Write out clear, concise answers to each of the questions.  
 5. If the question asks for a paper, elaboration, compare/contrast, or any 
   type of lengthy answer write a minimum of 150 words for the response.  
 
Below is the format that I expect all papers to be organized:  
Proper Heading:  

  Your name  

  Miss Ferrari  

  AP English III  

  Date due  

All papers are to be double spaced  

This assignment is due on Friday August 26, 2016.  

  

  


